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Madras Work: The Elegance
of Decorated Ivory

Ay Ulrrgrnte Noll, - Wacarbwienis

any antigue sewing tools are
M whimsical in form or decoration,

especinlly these of the Victorian
ora, many of which veok the form of peo-
e, andimals, or haschaold abjpects, And,
the mother-of-peard items from the prom-
enasde ot the Palais Boval are magnificem
in their apulence,

ment opporunites offered by the Brivish
manufacturing operations, inchuding more
modern textile and leather prodoction
The abandance of manufacmired poods,
tngether with the fvorable bocation, ked o
prosperity and expansion of such magni-
e that by the mid-1700s the area was
hvam ms the “Gtie=

many of which are
fidural as well. In
contrast to these,
Madras Wirk Fleces
are ol elassio de aign
and timeless elg-
txnee., tmily under-
sfatid gems. Like a
gentleman dressed

e

L2338 L

way o Southern
Indin™ and had be-
come the commer-
ial 5,".1|1Hnl o Fednisdy
India, The .t-:l-nll.
produced on the
Coromande]l Coasr
were mainly for the
= Europesn marke!

for a formal affair,
Madras Wierl sewing
tods are resphendent
in hlick and ahite and guite huaslsome.
The word, Madrne, & shortensd from
the mams “Madraspatnam.” & cliv on the
Coromande] Coast of the Rav of Bengal in
India. Athough known as Madraspatmam,
the official name of the city wis Chennm,
Originally a group of fishermen villages,
the area was developed by the Brivsh e
the 17ch century. The British trader, Fran-
cis Phav, reprosenting the Honopmble East
Iwadia Comapany, cxtablished a Fritigh proes-
ence in 1639 and guickly began the con-
strsction of thie fort and trading post (Fig
1). Trade Mourished, and the Iocal popula-
v establislead villages close 1o the fort in
order to ke advantage of the cmploy-

Figure I: The original fort as
shoren i the riied= 1 7).,

Tartise shell, ham,
Al ivory goaods were
very popakar in Eus
rope at thnt time. The primdtve tools aned
methieds emploved made thin sliving of
wory very difficult, As a result, the ivory
ienis from this area were heavy aml the
decarations dark and heavily applied.
Discorated ivory items from lndia =
hoxes, game markers and spinmers,
vitses anid vessels - were grocosd with de-
light by the English, whose interest in-
ereased the demand lor such foods. The
metlad used to decorate the vory was
bt meedle corving and shellae Gl Firsy,
the design was dravn sniee the ey with
a pengil. Then, a hivt neadle was used o

{eesntipnecel on prgge 4)
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